
	 Last	fall	the	New	Mexico	Abandoned	Mine	Land	Pro-
gram	(AML)	 announced	“it	 is	moving	 forward	 with	a	compre-
hensive	plan	to	protect	the	public	from	the	dangers	of	old	Silver	
City	area	mines	on	Boston	Hill.”	 	Ken	Romig,	of	Dekker/Perich/
Sabatini—an	 architecture,	 planning,	 engineering,	 landscape,	
and	interiors	firm	based	in	Albuquerque—is	project	lead.	Timo-
thy	Karpoff,	also	with	DPS,	is	the	project	meeting	facilitator.	
	 AML	is	part	of	the	New	Mexico	Energy,	Minerals,	and	
Natural	Resources	Department’s	Mining	and	Minerals	Division.	
It	is	conducting	a	planning	effort	to	safeguard	hazardous	mine	
conditions	 with	 a	 team	 that	 includes	 planners,	 landscape	 ar-
chitects,	biologists,	and	engineers	assigned	to	conduct	an	as-
sessment	 of	 the	 environmental	 conditions	 of	 the	 Boston	 Hill	
Open	 Space.	 Part	 of	 the	 effort	 involves	 contacting	 members	
of	 the	 community	 in	 order	 to	 determine	 the	 level	 of	 interest	
in	safeguarding	this	area.	Such	activities	could	include	placing	
netting	over	open	shafts,	installing	closures	at	mine	openings	
that	would	simultaneously	protect	bats	and	other	wildlife,	and	
enhancement	 of	 recreational	 amenities	 with	 the	 goal	 of	 also	
improving	public	safety	and	preserving	historic	resources.
	 AML	 project	 members	 and	 its	 manager,	 John	
Kretzmann,	 met	 with	 Silver	 City’s	Town	 Council	 at	 the	 latter’s	
January	 8	 meeting.	 Kretzmann	 explained	 how	 New	 Mexico’s	
AML	program	was	formed	in	1981	as	a	result	of	the	1977	Fed-
eral	Surface	Mining	Control	and	Reclamation	Act.	An	AML	fund	
based	on	active	coal	mining	in	New	Mexico	was	established	at	
that	time.	Funds	raised	in	our	state	are	spent	here,	tackling	pub-
lic	safety	hazards	involving	historic	coal	and	hardrock	mines.	

	 AML	has	three	funding	priorities:	immediate	and	high-
level	public	health	and	safety	problems	associated	with	aban-
doned	mine	lands;	health	and	safety	issues	that	are	not	an	im-
mediate	hazard;	and	restoration	of	water	and	soil	resources	and	
lands	degraded	by	historic	mining	practices.	In	hardrock	mining	
districts	such	as	Boston	Hill	the	third-mentioned	priority	must	
enhance	and	facilitate	the	other	two.
	 AML	 has	 worked	 on	 Boston	 Hill	 in	 the	 past	 by	 con-
structing	netting	over	old	mine	shafts.	It	continues	to	be	an	area	
of	 interest	 due	 to	 it	 proximity	 to	 Silver	 City	 and	 the	 potential	
for	 endangering	 public	 safety.	 The	 proposed	 plan	 might	 ad-
dress	the	following:	(1)	reduce	public	safety	hazards;	(2)	protect	
wildlife	habitat	associated	with	mine	features;	(3)	improve	rec-
reational	amenities;	and	(4)	protect	sensitive	wildlife	and	plant	
species	 associated	 with	 historic	 mining	 areas.	 Romig	 and	 Kar-
poff	say	these	are	only	suggested	areas	of	concern,	not	definite	
targets.	Through	 community	 meetings	 and	 stakeholder	 inter-
views,	primary	areas	of	local	concern	will	be	defined	and	goals	
developed	for	the	project.		Importantly,	AML	is	clear	that	a	“no	
action”	option	is	on	the	table	and	if	the	community	says	“no”	to	
a	project,	Boston	Hill	will	be	left	“as	is.”
	 AML	has	announced	four	project	phases:	assessment,	
plan,	design,	and	construction	assistance.	 It	 is	currently	 in	the	
assessment	 stage.	 This	 includes	 studies	 of	 soils,	 the	 environ-
ment,	 and	 mapping	 of	 mining	 features	 and	 natural	 habitats	
on	the	hill.	 It	 is	expected	that	this	will	be	complete	by	March.	
The	 following	 stage	 will	 include	 community	 input	 meetings	
set	to	begin	March	19	at	6	p.m.	at	a	location	to	be	announced.	
Depending	 on	 the	 outcome	 of	 these	 meetings,	 design	 would	
begin	 by	 this	 summer.	 Elements	 of	 a	 construction	 assistance	
phase	would	be	determined	later,	possibly	as	early	as	this	fall.	
AML	says	construction	activities	could	span	three	or	more	years,	
depending	on	what	projects,	if	any,	are	agreed	upon.	For	more	
information	contact	the	AML	Program	Manager	at	505.476.3423	
or	John.Kretzmann@state.nm.us;	ASLA	Associate	Ken	Romig	at	
505.761.9700,	or	kenr@dpsdesign.org;	Project	Meeting	Facilita-
tor	Timothy	Karpoff	at	505.877.6041	or	timkarpoff@msn.com.
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Boston Hill’s century-long mining legacy includes a numBer of deep, wide, 
and unfenced open pits, including some directly adjacent to popular Hiking 
trails tHat wind tHrougH tHis silver city designated open space. (ricHard 
maHler pHoto)

cHain-link fences surround some of Boston Hill’s prominent old mining features, 
But some, as in tHis instance, are in disrepair. representatives of tHe state’s 

aBandoned mine land program will Hold a community meeting in silver city at 6 
pm on marcH 19 to discuss possiBly implementing new safeguards on tHe Hill.

(ricHard maHler pHoto)


