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SANTA ROSA — The hallways 
are quiet and peaceful. But if you 
listen closely, you can hear a faint 
hum of uncertainty inside the hom-
ey institution at the end of Blue 
Hole Road in Santa Rosa.

These are anxious days for 17 
vulnerable residents of an assisted 
living facility most folks still 
call “Los Amigos.” The threat of 
closure looms until we get final 
word on whether a new, nonprofit 
operator is able to step in.

There isn’t much time, just 
another three weeks or so, and then 
we’ll fi nd out if we’re losing anoth-
er one of those assets that elevates 
a collection of houses, gas stations, 
motels and diners into more of a 
“real,” full-service community.

Rather than focusing on the nega-
tive, like business closures, popula-
tion fl ight and the like, think of all 
the things Santa Rosa has going 
for it compared to your typical tiny 
town in the middle of nowhere.

Beyond the famous natural 
resources, Route 66 and recreation 
opportunities galore, we have a 
first-class rural hospital, two den-
tal clinics, a grocery store and that 
assisted living facility. There are 
towns our size that can’t say that.

Some folks complain about 
every one of those things and 
more, comparing our humble of-
ferings to the unlimited options of 
the concrete jungles to our west. 
Those are the people we’re losing 
to those places in the suburbs of 
countless Walmarts. Hope they 
visit for Thanksgiving.

But the things I’ve mentioned 
mean a lot to our quality of life 
and the long-term sustainability of 
our community.

Take away the health care facili-
ties, our modest grocery store, the 
assisted living facility or a few 
other things, and it could get very, 
very difficult to live here, espe-
cially for any of our neighbors 
who are advancing in age. 

Not everyone has the option to 
drive 65 miles every time they 
need a doctor’s checkup, a dental 

appointment, or real meats and veg-
etables for supper. Not everybody 
can visit their loved ones as regu-
larly if they must move 100 miles 
away to an assisted living home.

Someone asked me the other day 
what I think of the prospect of the 
assisted living facility closing. I 
see it as another “canary in a coal 
mine,” the same way I saw the 
drastic cutbacks in the city’s day 

care facility a year ago.
We can survive without a 

Denny’s, no offense. But when 
certain unsung community assets 
go away, that affects our everyday 
lives, and our futures. It just keeps 
adding to the excuses people have 
for surrendering to the metropoli-
tan mindset and moving to the Rio 
Grande corridor.

Maybe you or your family 
doesn’t need an assisted living 

facility today. But eventually, you 
will. Long-term care options are 
something that young, healthy 
people should think about well 
before they or their loved ones 
suddenly need them.

If you stop and think about the 
future, what will you do if you, 
your parents or your grandparents 
need a place to live independently, 
with just a little bit of help? With-
out a facility here in our county, 
they’ll probably end up moving 
toward the megalopolis to our 
west. It will be tough to make that 
drive to visit as often as we’d like. 
That’s yet another reason for your 
family to think about packing it in 
and calling the moving trucks.

Even if you don’t have any 
loved ones living there now, 
everyone should consider visit-
ing the assisted living center one 
afternoon. There are good people 
in there. They absolutely love 
company. They like knowing that 
folks haven’t forgotten about them 
and are willing to sit down for a 
chat, look around, and by their 
mere presence keep facility opera-
tors on their toes.

I think the residents’ sched-
ules are clear this afternoon, and 
tomorrow afternoon, and the next 
day. Go say hello.

That building is tucked away 
near a dead end of the original 
Route 66. Out of sight, out of 
mind. But it should be in the fore-
front of our minds right now. The 
rescue effort needs moral support 
and financial support from those 
large entities that consider them-
selves true civic neighbors and 
leaders in the community.

Really, now is a moment that all 
of us can decide. 

If we want to avoid becoming a 
collection of houses surrounding a 
few gas stations, motels and din-
ers, which community assets can 
we not afford to lose?

This column was originally pub-
lished Nov. 12 in The Communica-
tor, Santa Rosa.

Special facilities keep towns alive
View from Elsewhere  by M.E. Sprengelmeyer

The Daily Press welcomes readers’ forum letters, which can be mailed to Box 1371, Silver City, 
NM 88062, or emailed to letters@silvercitydailypress.net. Letters must be signed and, for verifi ca-
tion purposes, must include an address and telephone number. As has been the newspaper’s policy 
for more than 20 years, only letters exclusive to the Daily Press will be accepted for publication. 

We prefer short letters which are typed and double spaced, and less than 250 words in length. 
Longer submissions may be rejected or considered for publication as a guest column. Letters of 
a religious nature; those which could be libelous; those bearing multiple signatures; and those 
intended simply to say “thank you” to someone will not be accepted for publication.

Letter Policy

Readers’ Forum
Outsiders don’t know what’s best 
for Grant County’s future
Dear editor,

I am writing in response to Ryan Flynn and John Zim-
merman on the Copper Rule.

First, I support mining, but only when it is done re-
sponsibly. I made my living as a miner for about 38 years 
— 32 years at the Chino Mines open pit and another six 
years in underground mines at the Oswaldo and Ground-
hog mines. The clear cold water fl owing under these 
underground mines is part of the water table, and springs 
come out at the lower levels of the Chino open pit. It is 
all interconnected.

Mining and other natural resources need to be har-
vested in a responsible way. Billion-dollar corporations 
have the right to generate profi ts, but what they don’t 
have is the right to destroy and pollute our environment 
and groundwater. 

I would think that investing a penny out of every 
dollar’s profi t is the right thing to do to ensure our future 
children’s health and community’s wellbeing.

Local, state and national leaders that we entrust with 
our voice and vote need to become aware of what they 
support. Because their children and grandchildren and 
future generations will be affected by what they choose to 
give support to.

For example, I am concerned that the Copper Rule 
negated the use of plastic liners for new mining units. 
It is just a matter of time before water supplies will be 
destroyed by heavy metals that millions of gallons of acid 
poured on the leach dumps will eventually leach into our 
county’s water table.

NMED Secretary Ryan Flynn and Rep. John Zimmer-
man are the outsiders on the issue. They don’t live here. 
They could care less about our communities after the 
mines are depleted and shut down, leaving behind worse 
contamination than the Colorado Gold King Mine.

Gov. Susana Martinez and NMED Secretary Flynn 
were protesting the EPA’s handling of the Colorado Gold 
King Mine spill. In essence they are creating a very 
worse situation here in Grant County by their adminis-
tration’s Copper Rule. Their concern for corporate profi ts 
does not go well with destroying our local citizens’ rights 
to keeping our drinking groundwater safe.

Call and thank Attorney General Hector Balderas and 
community groups (GRIP, Amigos Bravos, NM Environ-
mental Law Center) for standing up for protecting our 
rights to clean water instead of corporate profi ts.

(s)Eduardo Arguello
Bayard

“Take away the 
health care facilities, 
our modest grocery 
store, the assisted 

living facility or a few 
other things, and it 
could get very, very 
diffi cult to live here, 
especially for any of 
our neighbors who 

are advancing in age. 
“Not everyone has 
the option to drive 

65 miles every time 
they need a doctor’s 

checkup, a dental 
appointment, or real 

meats and vegetables 
for supper.”


