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Readers’ Forum
Copper Rule support not popular
Dear editor,
In an article in the Silver City Daily Press on Nov. 11,
New Mexico Environment Secretary Ryan Flynn said at a
recent meeting of the Gila Economic Development Alliance that “This community was a strong supporter of the
(copper) rule when it was adopted.”
Flynn’s statements are not supported by facts. A review
of the record before the Water Quality Control Commission shows 120 Grant County residents opposed the
Flynn/Freeport-McMoRan Copper Rule, while only 12
comments were received from Grant County in support.
That’s a ratio of 10-1 against and it doesn’t include Grant
County organizations that opposed the rule, including the
Gila Resources Information Project, the Gila Conservation
Coalition and the Upper Gila Watershed Alliance.
The number of supportive commenters who didn’t
have some kind of financial tie to or reliance on FreeportMcMoRan or copper mining was 0.
Other entities opposing the Flynn/Freeport rule included the League of Women Voters, the Attorney General’s
Office and two former chiefs of the Environment Department’s Ground Water Quality Bureau.
More than 1,200 comments opposing the Copper Rule
came in from around the state, including from other counties impacted or potentially impacted by copper mining.
Only 15 supported it.
The truth is, the Copper Rule that is supposed to
protect our drinking water from copper-mining pollution
actually allows water pollution and it therefore violates
New Mexico law.
Let’s let the New Mexico Supreme Court do its job and
make its decision based on the law and science, without
the political interference of NMED Secretary Flynn acting on behalf of his friends at Freeport-McMoRan.
(s)Rebecca M. Summer
Retired hydrologist /geomorphologist
Silver City

ROSWELL — War is a man-made
institution, the worst thing we ever
created. But there are times in which
it’s either kill or be killed, so it becomes a necessity for survival.
It’s no surprise that, last week, when
terrorists killed civilians in one of the
most culturally enriched cities on earth,
the world took notice. It highlights the
fact that if the world doesn’t quash
Daesh, sometimes called ISIS, which
claimed responsibility for the attacks
on Paris, they’ll spread their brand of
terrorism across the globe.
To paraphrase the headline of a
Paris newspaper, Le Monde, in 2001,
we are all French now.
Of course, this latest horror
story in the war against terrorism —
deemed last week President Obama
as “an attack on the civilized world”
by — isn’t of the magnitude wrought
on Sept. 11, 2001, but it might just
end up more significant.
Right now, the “civilized world”
is outraged, as it was after the 9/11
attacks, but just as it did 14 years
ago, the outrage will give way to
the reality that this is a new kind of
war, not against nations and states
but against twisted ideologies and
deranged killers.
For the USA, this doesn’t stack up
to the severity of 9/11, but it does hit
too close to home for comfort. There’s
a sense of foreboding in this latest
attack, a feeling that we’ve just seen a
new terror tactic, and that could happen in cities in the U.S., too.
We’ll probably relinquish more
of our rights to privacy as a result,
like we did after 9/11, so our covert
forces can keep such terrorists at bay.
And there will be a renewed national
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Readers’ Forum
Let’s demand better mail service
Dear editor,
Bring back the Pony Express.
Living in a small town brings with it the necessity of
reduced expectation because of size and remoteness.
However, our local U.S. Postal Service has exceeded the
limits of acceptance and compassion when a local letter
to pay a mailbox fee doesn’t arrive within 12 days of its
being sent to the local postmaster.
On numerous occasions, we have been told that
the problem is that mail has to be sent to El Paso for
processing as if El Paso was some thousands of miles
away in a Third World country. Apparently, the Silver
City postmaster can’t communicate by phone or email
or, even better, mail a letter to his colleague in El Paso
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and inquire about the lack of service and so
problem exists.
I am writing because I believe the citizens
County need to demand accountability and a
efficiency from the regional U.S. Postal Serv
I suggest others, beside myself, write and
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