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A N D  I N D E P E N D E N T

In an eff ort to foster community dialogue, columns and lett ers published on this page are intended 
to provide a variety of viewpoints on issues of importance to Grant County. With the exception 
of endorsements and editorials, items do not necessarily represent the views of the newspaper.

View From Elsewhere  by M.E. Sprengelmeyerg

Guest Column  by Allyson Siwik

Readers’ Forum

The New Mexico Environment 

that the Environment 

Allyson Siwik is executive director of 
the Gila Resources Information Proj-
ect. Patrice Mutchnick of Heart of the 
Gila, Donna Stevens of the Upper Gila 
Watershed Alliance and Todd Schulke 
of the Center for Biological Diversity 
also contributed to this column.

State should take over oil spill cleanup

“In a classic 
case of ‘the 

fox guarding 
the henhouse,’ 

relying on 
R. Marley 

Trucking for 
remediation is 
inappropriate, 

given their 
inability to 

follow the law 
and their lack 
of experience 
with cleanup 

efforts.”

Another view on abortion

not

Los Angeles versus New Mexico

Sacre-bleu, quelle horreur

EDITOR’S NOTE: Former Guadalupe Coun-
ty columnist Jim Belshaw passed away Saturday, 
Oct. 15, after suffering a stroke at his Corrales 
home. A retired Albuquerque Journal reporter, 
editor and columnist, he wrote a column for the 
Guadalupe County Communicator from 2009-
17, when M.E. Sprengelmeyer was the newspa-
per’s owner, publisher and reporter.

JIM BELSHAW, 1944-2022 

our town

This column was originally published Oct. 
21 in The Communicator, Santa Rosa. M.E. 
Sprengelmeyer now lives in Asheville, N.C. He 
can be reached at ErstHap@hotmail.com.

Remembering a journalist, friend

The Daily Press welcomes readers’ forum letters, which can be 
mailed to Box 1371, Silver City, NM 88062, or emailed to letters@
scdailypress.com
purposes, must include an address and telephone number. As has 
been the newspaper’s policy for more than 20 years, only letters 
exclusive to the Daily Press will be accepted for publication. We 
prefer short letters which are typed and double spaced, and less 
than 250 words in length. Longer submissions may be rejected
or considered for publication as a guest column. Letters of a 
religious nature; those which could be libelous; those bearing 
multiple signatures; and those intended simply to say “thank 
you” to someone will not be accepted for publication. Letters 

Letter Policy


